Oxfordshire Family History Society
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c/o Oxfordshire History Centre,
St Luke’s Church, Temple Road,
OXFORD, OX4 2HT
https://www.ofhs.uk/
Email: secretary@ofhs.uk
Help desk: 01865 358151
Registered Charity: 275891
Do you have ancestors from modern day Oxfordshire?
Do you live in Oxfordshire and have an interest in genealogy?

We have resources for everyone researching genealogy in Oxfordshire.
This document contains:


Details of what the society does and the services it can provide



A sample scan image of one of the many Oxfordshire Parish Registers and part of the OFHS transcription of the same parish



Sample from a MI Transcription CD showing the details contained



Maps showing the parishes of the county of Oxfordshire C1900 and the parishes of the city of Oxford



Guide to some useful resources for researching our Oxfordshire ancestry.



For clarity website addresses have been collated onto the last page of this document.

About the Society
Its objectives are:
1. to advance education in family history and genealogy primarily within the post-1974 county of Oxfordshire
2. to collect, index, co-ordinate, publish and make accessible in the interests of family history and genealogy any relevant document or records relating to the county
3. to promote the preservation of such documents or records
4. to encourage the study of family history and genealogy
5. to assist educationally by lectures or otherwise in record research
6. to co-operate with family history and other societies with similar interests.
The Society is a member of the Family History Federation (FHF) and the Oxfordshire Local History Association (OLHA)

St Mary’s Church, Balscote - photograph by: Kevin Poile

Three generations of a Shutford
Family- from the collection of Kevin Poile

The contents of this leaflet are the property of Oxfordshire Family History Society or its members and cannot be reproduced without permission. All rights reserved.
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What We Do
Parish Register Transcriptions
Parish registers of Oxfordshire have been transcribed, and are currently being extended by volunteers at home from scans of the
parish registers.

Scans of Parish Registers
Along with the transcription project we have in conjunction with the Oxfordshire History Centre had the parish registers that are
deposited at the OHC scanned. They have then been licensed to Ancestry so that they can be searched and viewed online.

Oxfordshire Wills
OFHS have a website containing transcripts (and translations) of wills and related documents, indexed by all the names listed in
them. If you have transcripts of any Oxfordshire wills you would be willing to contribute we would be delighted to hear from you.
If you want help with a transcription we can offer to do this too. There is no charge for this, but we ask that you allow us to add
the document to our on-line collection.

Surname & DNA Projects
OFHS has a project examining the surnames recorded in Oxfordshire parish registers from 1538 onwards, currently estimated at
up to 20,000 key variants. The team is also using many other early recorded sources to build a comprehensive database of
Oxfordshire surnames. The aim is to trace their whereabouts in different parishes over time, their origins, hotspots, DNA
connections and many other facets of Oxfordshire surnames.
Those who have a good recorded family history in Oxfordshire or who manage a one-name study would be welcome to contact
the team with a brief description and their contact details, so that when their surname is analysed they may be able to participate
in submitting content for that name. All significant contributors will be acknowledged.
We also run a DNA project that is hosted on FamilyTreeDNA. We are keen to have more males who have Oxfordshire ancestry
before 1880 on their pure male (father’s father’s father’s….) line to come forward and have a Y-37 or even better a Y-111 or Big Y
DNA test.

Monumental Inscriptions Mapping & Transcription
With the help of volunteers OFHS produces Monumental Inscription Transcripts, on fully interactive CD-ROMs complete with plans,
index and photographs of every grave. If you would like to get involved and maybe set up a team to record your local cemetery
please contact us.
Copies of the Monumental Inscriptions CDs can be purchased from the Society.

Search Services
For a small fee we will search our indexes and provide full details of what we find. The fee charged depends on how much data we
supply. We do offer two main types of search:

1.

An individual event e.g. Baptism, Marriage or Burial of a named individual.

2.

All entries relating to a specific surname - we suggest that for the more common surnames that you ask for a quote first. This
can be refined to specific surname and first name.

Bodleian library, Oxford - Photograph by: Kevin Poile
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Meetings
We hold regular meetings where we have either a guest speaker or a member of OFHS talk about a topic of interest. Currently
these meetings are being held via Zoom and only open to members. For full details of the upcoming meetings see the event page
on our website. Write-ups and some recordings of previous meetings can be found in the Members’ area of the website.

Helpdesks
Normally we run a series of helpdesks in various libraries around the country. These are currently on hold but we hope to resume
them when allowed. In the meantime we do have a dedicated help desk service available either by email or phone.
Email: help@ofhs.uk
Tel: 01865 358151

Preserving Records
We liaise with the staff of the Oxfordshire History Centre to determine which of the records and images they hold would benefit
from being scanned and/or transcribed.

Fairs
When circumstances allow we attend various family history fairs around the country and online.

On the first Saturday of October we hold our own fair.

One of our advisors at our own fair - photograph by: Kevin Poile

Our stall at the Family Tree Live event 2019 - photograph by: Kevin Poile

Membership
You don’t need to live in Oxfordshire – or even in the UK – to be a member. Many of the membership benefits can be enjoyed from
anywhere in the world.
If you live in Oxfordshire but don’t have Oxfordshire ancestors you will still benefit from membership since the advice service can
still offer aid to help with your research and the majority of the talks cover generic subjects.
The membership year runs from 1 January. However, for any new member joining on or after 1 October the membership fee will
include the following year, i.e. up to 15 months. On joining you will receive a welcome pack which includes a copy of the latest
Journal.
Benefits of Membership:


Receive 3 copies a year of the OFHS journal ‘Oxfordshire Family Historian’ which is full of a wide range of articles relating to
the work of The Society and the interests of its members.



Have access to the Members’ Area of the OFHS web-site which contains exclusive content, including:


Fully indexed back copies of the journal.



Details of previous talks either in the form of write ups or lately recordings of some of the talks that have taken place over
Zoom.



Opportunities to take part in Society activities and to further family history research and document preservation through various
projects, including transcription and indexing of registers and other documents, monumental inscription surveys, DNA research,
surname research and scanning projects.



The ability to share their research with other members by submitting articles for publication in the Society’s Journal.



Free admission to all the Society’s meetings. Details of meetings can be found on the website. For meetings held on Zoom the
registration details are sent to members via e-mail around 10 days before the meeting.
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Sample of a Scanned Parish Register and the corresponding OFHS Transcription
This sample scan has been taken from the Baptism Register for St Barnabas, Oxford for the year 1869.

The original registers are held by the Oxfordshire History Centre. The scans have been licensed to Ancestry so that they can be
searched and viewed online.
The transcript on the subsequent pages is an extract from the OFHS transcript of the same register and can be purchased via our
on-line shop.
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Each Parish Register transcript has a page giving details of the dates covered by the transcript, a picture of the church, the
transcripts themselves and surname indexes.
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Samples from a Monumental Inscription CD
Each CD is standalone and the contents are based on HTML so open in your browser.
Each CD Consists of an opening screen with links to a section giving brief details of the history of the Church, an index of surnames, a overall plan of the
Church and associated graveyard, if necessary more detailed plans showing the location of each recorded monument and then details of each monument with
a text description of the monument, a transcription of the text and one or more pictures of the monument. The images below are taken from the MI CD for
St Mary’s, Chalgrove.
To see what an actual CD looks like we have made the one covering St Peter-le-Bailey, Oxford available free to view at:
http://monuments.oxfordshirefhs.org.uk/opb/menu.htm
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On-line at https://free.ofhs.org.uk we have a digital copy of our handbook "Oxfordshire Parish Registers and Bishop's Transcripts". This will
enable places to be located to their parish and parishes to be located on the map overleaf by their two character map square.
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An interactive version of the above map, which gives details of the OFHS CD that contains the OFHS transcript of the Parish Registers, can
be found at:
http://searches.oxfordshirefhs.org.uk/pardata.html
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Useful Resources for helping with your Oxfordshire Family History
The following resources may help you with your specific research into Oxfordshire Ancestry:


The OFHS website: https://www.ofhs.uk



Joining the OFHS for details of how to join see: https://www.ofhs.uk/about/join-us



Checking out what products the OFHS Society have for sale in their on-line shop: https://www.ofhs.uk/shop/



Using the search services offered by OFHS for full details: https://www.ofhs.uk/category/resources/ofhs-search-services



Contacting the OFHS Helpdesk - email help@ofhs.uk or telephone +44 (0)1865 358151. Make sure that you explain your
query as clearly as possible and where appropriate list the role of the person you wish to contact.



Check the wills that have already be transcribed on our wills website: https://www.ofhs.uk/resources/wills-2



If eligible join the Oxfordshire DNA Project for full details see:
https://www.ofhs.uk/category/whats-on/projects/dna-surname-project



Look at the many Facebook groups that deal with Oxfordshire Family and Local History. The following list is just a sample of
what is available:


Oxfordshire Family History Society: https://www.facebook.com/oxfordshirefhs



OxfordshireFamilyHistory: https://www.facebook.com/groups/OxfordshireFamilyHistory



Banburyshire Genealogy & Ancestry (Local Family History): https://www.facebook.com/groups/
BanburyshireFamilyHistory/



Barford St Michael & Barford St John, Local & Family History: https://www.facebook.com/groups/688294397937288



Chipping Norton Then and Now: https://www.facebook.com/groups/617384725094396



Witney Family History: https://www.facebook.com/groups/WitneyFamilyHistory/



Subscribe to the free ‘Oxfordshire, England, genealogy’ Groups.io mailing list:
https://groups.io/g/Oxfordshire-England-genealogy



Check and add your Oxfordshire surname interest to the ‘Oxfordshire Surname Interest List’ (OXSIL):
https://www.oxsil.org.uk/



The Oxfordshire GENUKI pages: https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/OXF



Picture Oxon website which contains historic images of Oxfordshire and the Thames Valley from the 1850s to the present, including 300,000 catalogue records of images and 100,000 digital images: https://pictureoxon.com/



Oxfordshire Heritage Search site. The Heritage Search is a catalogue of Oxfordshire's cultural and heritage resources. Use it
to find a wide range of materials relating to Oxfordshire's past. The reference and contact information associated with each
item allows you to find out more about items of interest: https://apps2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/srvheritage/basicSearch



Scans of the parish registers up to 1915 for baptisms; 1930 for marriages and 1965 for burials are available on Ancestry see
their pages for coverage details: https://www.ancestry.co.uk/. The card catalogue entries on ancestry are called (Ancestry
Subscription required to follow the links):


Oxfordshire, England, Church of England Baptism, Marriages, and Burials, 1538-1812



Oxfordshire, England, Church of England Births and Baptisms, 1813-1915



Oxfordshire, England, Church of England Marriages and Banns, 1754-1930



Oxfordshire, England, Church of England Deaths and Burials, 1813-1965



Check the digital copy of our handbook ‘Oxfordshire Parish Registers and Bishop's Transcripts’ to find out about the coverage of Parish
Registers: https://free.ofhs.org.uk/prbt/contents



For other sites that may be of use check out the ‘Useful Websites’ section of the OFHS website:
https://www.ofhs.uk/resources/useful-websites or try the older version ’Finding Your Ancestors on the Internet’:
http://searches.oxfordshirefhs.org.uk/fyaoti.html
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