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SOCIETY OBJECTIVES 
1. to advance public education in family history and genealogy primarily 

within the county of Oxford 
2. to collect, index, co-ordinate, publish and make accessible in the 

interests of genealogy any documents or records relating to the 
county 

3. to promote the preservation of such documents or records 
4. to encourage the study of genealogy 
5. to assist educationally by lectures or otherwise in record research 
6. to co-operate with Family History and other Societies with similar 

interests. 
The Constitution of the Society is lodged with the Charity Commissioners and a copy is available from the 
Society’s web site or, upon receipt of a stamped addressed envelope, from the Secretary. 

Contributions to Future Issues 

The Oxfordshire Family Historian is published three times each year with cover 
dates of April, August and December. Items for consideration should be submitted 
to the editor. The earlier an item is received, the greater the chance of inclusion in 
the next issue. The deadline for the April 2015 issue is 15 January 2015. Urgent and 
short items may be submitted up to 1 February 2015.  

The Editor reserves the right to edit, abridge, reject, or defer to a future date, 
all material submitted for publication. It is the contributor’s responsibility to ensure 
that material submitted does not breach copyright laws. Contributions remain the 
copyright of OFHS and the authors jointly. The observations and opinions 
expressed in the articles and notices in the journal are those of their authors and 
not necessarily those of the Society. 

 
Subscriptions are renewable annually on 1 January  

except that those joining during Oct, Nov, Dec have their membership carried 
forward through the following year.  

Membership renewal forms are distributed with the December journal. 

UK members: Individual £9.00, Family £10.00 
Overseas members (incl. postage) £12.00 

Cheques drawn in sterling and made out to  
Oxfordshire Family History Society should be sent to the Membership Secretary  

(see the Who’s Who at the back of this Journal). 

Australian members may pay via the Society’s agent (member 2202) 
Mrs Barbara Geeves, 8 Sailing Lane, Mornington, Victoria 3931, Australia 

Email: agent-au@ofhs.org.uk  

Membership details are kept on computer and are used for  
Society activities only. 
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From the Editor 
I have just come from the OFHS Family 
History Fair. It was wonderful to see so 
many people and to hear such a variety 
of family history stories. Thank you to 
all of you for making the day a success, 
despite the torrential rain! It was also 
heartening to hear how you think that 
Oxfordshire FHS does so much more 
than other family history societies to 
make information available for your 
research. We can only maintain that 
delivery rate if you continue to help us 
by purchasing our products and 
recruiting new members. We know that 
some other societies are struggling. It is 
not easy when people can think of other 
things on which to spend their money, 
but do renew your membership 
promptly and support us to ensure we 
can continue to thrive.  

Brick walls, of the genealogical kind, 
were much in evidence at the event. 
You are becoming very sophisticated in 
your research and I looked out at many 
faces focused in deep concentration 
over the help desk PCs. Someone (not 

an OFHS member, I hasten to add) sent 
me a family tree recently that went 
back to a date of 106 BC with enough 
holes in it to create a sieve. Occasionally 
primary evidence can’t be found, but 
cross-checking that your facts make 
sense, eliminating all negative options, 
recording your assumptions, searching 
for new sources, sometimes a DNA test, 
plus a large dab of patience will work 
long term. The articles in this issue of 
the Oxfordshire Family Historian 
demonstrate those qualities in our 
authors. I hope you enjoy reading their 
stories. Do contact them if you can add 
anything to their research, including 
evidence you find when you get the 
Christmas decorations down from the 
attic this year.  

Do continue to write articles for me 
to publish. I promise I won’t throw them 
out as long as you don’t claim to be 
descended from every famous person in 
the world back to pre-historic times!  

Sue Honoré 
OFHS Journal Editor 

It is time to renew your OFHS subscription. Please see page 217 and 
the coloured insert sheet in the centre of this issue for information. 
Please renew promptly and encourage as many new people as you 
can to join, so we can continue our activities in the Society. 

Thank you. 

Renew your membership now! 

OFHS News 
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From the Executive Committee Table 
Some of the matters discussed by the 
Executive Committee in June to 
September 2014 are reported below. 

Membership of the 
Executive Committee 
There have been some changes over the 
summer. At the AGM in June Paul 
Gaskell left the committee, with our 
thanks for his helpful input over many 
years, and we welcomed John Cramer, 
Christopher Fance, Jessica Feinstein, 
Simon Purtell and Angie Trueman. All 
are now involved with Society roles in 
different ways. John has taken on 
coordinating our presence at the Who 
Do You Think You Are? Live show in April 
2015, to be held at the NEC, 
Birmingham. Christopher has succeeded 
Paul Gaskell as Programme Secretary, a 
post Paul had held for nearly a decade. 
Paul had given Society members an 
enjoyable selection of speakers. Jessica 
has taken over as Membership 
Secretary from Denise Lambkin. We are 
very grateful to both Paul and Denise 
for their contributions to the Society. 
Simon is one of our more frequent 
advisors at the History Centre, accepting 
challenges from visitors worldwide. 
Whilst Jenny Lee has been our Fair 
coordinator this year, and for 4 years 
previously, she will have handed over 
the reins to Angie by the time  
this journal is published.  

Membership 
The membership figures showed a 

membership at the June AGM of about 
1,650 members, down about 10% 
compared with last year. 

Scanned parish registers 
of Oxfordshire 
We have been discussing with the 
Oxfordshire History Centre and with 
internet providers ways in which the 
parish register images will be made 
available to the public. The committee 
meeting in August was focussed on this 
issue. A decision has yet to be reached. 

Other projects 
We are checking a beta CD of our 
transcriptions of the Oxford City 
cemetery grave registers, and hope to 
release the CD soon. We are starting on 
a similar project with Woodstock 
cemetery registers. 

Teams of volunteers have been 
transcribing Monumental Inscriptions, 
with more details on page 159.  

Rekeying of old parish register 
transcripts is progressing, as is building 
up the burial index. 

Pip, Squeak and Wilfred 
Grateful thanks go to Malcolm Austen 
for arranging our military conference 
entitled Pip, Squeak and Wilfred. A 
sizeable audience enjoyed a selection of 
talks throughout the day, along with 
display tables. See the next page for 
details. 

Wendy Archer 
Chairman 

OFHS News 
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Pip, Squeak and Wilfred  
The record legacy of 1914–1918 

On 28 June, exactly 100 years to the day 
after the assassination of Archduke 
Ferdinand at Sarajevo, OFHS held its 
conference on records from 1914–1918 
at Marlborough School in Woodstock. 
The day was jointly sponsored by the 
Federation of Family History Societies 
and OFHS.  

Pip, Squeak and Wilfred were the 
nicknames given to the three main war 
medals (either the 1914 or 1914–5 Star, 
British War Medal and British Victory 
Medal), named after popular cartoon 
characters of the time – a dog, a 
penguin and a rabbit. The welcome 
table for the event had three stuffed 

representatives to greet over 80 
conference attendees. 

David Holman, Chairman of the 
FFHS, started the day by covering war 
medals and medal records. He provided 
an excellent introduction to the subject 
and set the scene for later speakers. 
Alun Edwards from the University of 
Oxford discussed the Europeana 
community collection activities and 
showed films and audio recordings as 
well as images of war memorabilia. 
Included in the collection were an 
evocative unpublished war poem and a 
story of poisonous pyjamas  from the 
dye used to colour them. The next 

An evocative image which started Mark Pearsall’s talk on WWI 



 

Volume 28, No 3, December 2014 
 
 

154         Oxfordshire Family Historian 

OFHS News 

The three animal representatives – from left to right Wilfred, Squeak and Pip 

speaker, Graham Bandy, used a variety 
of examples to show how to identify 
and date military photographs, 
including areas where it was easy to 
make mistakes. He was followed by 
David Langrish from the National 
Archives (TNA), who covered the topic 
of conscription, using examples from 
the Middlesex Appeal Tribunal. He 
highlighted that most appeals against 
conscription were due to hardship – 
domestic or work-related, rather than 
conscientious objection. In fact many 
people were given an extension to 
remain at home but ended up being 
conscripted later in the war. Mark 
Pearsall, the final speaker and also from 

TNA, discussed the topic of nationality 
and aliens during the war, with high anti
-German sentiment and examples of 
various families caught in the middle of 
warring nations. All the day’s speakers 
were excellent and well-received by the 
attentive audience. 

In addition to the formal 
presentations, there was a CWGC film 
narrated by Michael Palin on cemetery 
sites and a chance to meet the speakers 
and talk to exhibitors such as the 
Soldiers of Oxfordshire Trust. 

Our thanks go to Malcolm Austen 
for his organisation of the event and to 
all the other people who helped to 
make the day such a success.  
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Obituaries 
Ralph MANN, one of the early members 
of OFHS (membership number 94), died 
on 4 April. He was born in London and 
educated at Brasenose College, Oxford. 
He taught in schools all around the 
world. After retirement, Ralph was 
ordained and enjoyed a second career 
as a Methodist clergyman. He was 
buried in Kingham and a service of 
Thanksgiving and celebration of his life 
was held in the Methodist Church at 
Chipping Norton. As well as contributing 
to various local history societies and 
activities, Ralph was an active OFHS 
member, completing a number of parish 
register transcripts which are still used 
today. He also contributed articles to 
this journal from 1977 to 2009.  His son 
John has reported that his father’s 
legacy will continue: ‘Most of his 
documents relating to Oxfordshire 
history are now in the care of Chipping 
Norton Museum and it is hoped that his 
Kingham documents will form the basis 

of a new archive based in the village’. 

Arthur Frederick COLES, previously an 
OFHS member, died on 23 June 2014 in 
Pembroke, Ontario, Canada. Hugh 
Kearsey, OFHS President comments: 
‘Arthur COLES was a very 
useful transcriber and indexer. He was 
born and first lived in Reading, but 
moved out to Canada where he worked 
in the Atomic Energy field’. 

Mary HODGES, OFHS member number 
10, died on 27 September 2014. She 
was a teacher in London, Uganda and at 
what became Oxford Brookes University 
as well as being active in the University 
of Oxford’s Department of Continuing 
Education, especially in local history. 
She was a strong campaigner against 
various development proposals in 
Oxford and an admired author. 

Our sympathies are extended to all the 
families.  

Who Do You Think You Are? Live 2015 
The 2015 WDYTYA? Live event will be 
held at the NEC, Birmingham on 16, 17 
and 18 April.  Previously the event was 
held at Olympia, London, so the venue 
change will be new to exhibitors as well 
as the organisers.  OFHS has booked a 
stand near to the Military Area. The 
Military Area was very popular at last 
year’s event, so we are well placed and 
hopefully will have plenty of 

visitors. This is a great event for family 
historians and with a wide spread of 
societies and trade stalls. OFHS look 
forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible. If you have any queries, please 
contact me. 

 
John Cramer (6338) 

WDYTYA Co-ordinator 
wdytya@ofhs.org.uk 
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The 2014 OFHS fair held in October was 
hugely successful with 360 attendees 
and a wide variety of stalls selling 
merchandise and providing advice. 
There was a steady stream of visitors all 
day, with the family history search 
teams being particularly busy, but also 
plenty of people keen to discuss wills, 
DNA and the services of the Oxfordshire 
History Centre. Both Ancestry and 

Findmypast offered generous 
subscription prizes, which were drawn 
by OFHS President Hugh Kearsey. The 
catering room was full of people seeking 
the excellent food on offer. Thanks go 
to all the people who contributed to the 
event and put in many hours of hard 
work to make the day a success. Next 
year’s event is already booked for  
3 October 2015. 

OFHS Family History Fair  

Hugh Kearsey drawing 
the prize winners as 
Wendy Archer 
announces the results. 
Photo by Sue Honoré 

Early customers start 
to browse the stalls. 
Photo by Malcolm 
Austen 

OFHS News 
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The busy stalls in the main hall. 

Photo by Malcolm Austen 

Advisors Alex McGahey and Alan 

Simpson pore over a complex problem. 

Prize draw winner Christine 
Blanks. Photo by Sue Honoré 

The Guild of One-Name Studies. 

Photo by Malcolm Austen  

OFHS News 
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As part of the centenary of the start of 
WWI, the Oxford Mail and OFHS got 
together to research the war ancestry 
of various well-known Oxfordshire 
people. OFHS volunteer Bill Seary 
looked into military records of the 
family of Wantage MP Ed VAIZEY;  
Simon Purtell investigated the family of 
Blackbird Leys Parish Council chairman 
Gordon ROPER and Alex McGahey 
researched Banbury MP Sir Tony 
BALDRY’s military ancestor’s history. 

Three grandsons Gordon, John and 
Terry ROPER had followed in the 
footsteps of their maternal 
grandfather’s military career but knew 
little of his history. Henry (Harry) 
MILLER had been in the Ox and Bucks 
Light Infantry prior to the war but was 
discharged with a heart problem and 
came to live in Oxford. He re-enlisted in 

September 1914 and served with the 
British Salonika Force in northern 
Greece during the First World War.  

MP Ed VAIZEY was surprised to find 
that four of his grandfather’s cousins 
served in WWI. Harry VAIZEY, in the 
20th London Regiment of Fusiliers, was 
particularly notable, moving quickly 
from the rank of private to a second 
lieutenant and being mentioned in 
dispatches for conspicuous gallantry.  

Another MP, Sir Tony BALDRY, found 
both military and political connections 
with the help of Alex McGahey. Lord 
BRASSEY, MP for Banbury at the time of 
the war, employed Sir Tony’s great-
grandfather Robert PATERSON as a 
head gamekeeper. Robert’s four sons 
Thomas, Robert, Roderick and Collin 
were all baptised at St Nicholas Church, 
in Heythrop and all fought and returned 
from the war.  However, as with many 
families, the conflict had a physical and 
mental impact on these men. 

Alex commented afterwards: ‘It’s  
amazing  the coincidences you find in 
family history, such as the two  Banbury 
MPs in the BALDRY research.’  

 
The articles can be seen at the 

Oxford Mail website: 
www.oxfordmail.co.uk/
news/11395945.Brothers_at_arms_in_
an_MP___s_family_tree 
www.oxfordmail.co.uk/
news/11398998.Ancestor___s_military
_past_brought_to_life 

Sir Tony Baldry MP looks at his 
grandfather Roderick Paterson’s medal 
record card. Photo printed with 
permission from freelance 
photographer Simon Williams 

OFHS Helpers Research Oxfordshire 
Politicians’ Military Ancestry 

OFHS News 
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New Help Desk in Abingdon 

After a soggy start in late spring, the 
weather has been kind to us this 
summer and good progress has been 
made recording monuments in 
Oxfordshire's churchyards. Milcombe is 
quite a small churchyard, so we 
completed recording there in late 
August. The northern team were keen 
not to waste the rest of the fine 
weather, so we have made a start at 
Duns Tew, where we have again been 
joined by some enthusiastic local 
volunteers, including the vicar. This will 
probably keep us busy for much of next 
season.  

As I write this in late September, the 
Hailey team has managed to complete 
recording there before winter sets in. 
This team are contemplating Witney 
Holy Trinity for next year, but no 
decision has been taken yet. 

Building the resulting CDs tends to 

take a back seat during the summer 
months when we are busy outdoors, 
but we now have plenty to keep us busy 
over the next few months. The South 
Newington CD OXF-MI-SNT was 
released in July and, as I write this, the 
Standlake CD OXF-MI-STL is complete 
and entering its final checking phase. 
Tubney and Milcombe will be hard on 
its heels and with luck all of these 
should be on sale by the time you read 
this. Hailey will follow, but realistically is 
probably not going to be complete until 
after Christmas. 

Alan Simpson (3960) 
MI Co-ordinator 
Forest Farmhouse 

Old Road 
 Shotover Hill 
 Headington 

 OXFORD OX3 8TA 
mis@ofhs.org.uk 

Many of you will know about our family 
history advisors available at the 
Oxfordshire History Centre in Cowley 
and Westgate library in Oxford city 
centre, but now there is a service 
available once a month (4th Saturday in 
the month) at Abingdon library from 
10:00am to 2:00pm. Jessica Feinstein is 
an experienced researcher and has had 
excellent response so far, so much so 
that people are now booking slots in 
advance. If you live in the Abingdon 
area, please go along and meet Jessica. 

Jessica Feinstein helping one of her first 
customers in July. Photo by Malcolm 
Austen 

Update from the Churchyards 

OFHS News 
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Definition: Graffiti [treated as singular or plural] 

Writing or drawings scribbled, scratched, or sprayed illicitly on 
a wall or other surface in a public place1 

 

Lead footprints 
by Sue Honoré 

 

 

Of course it would be wrong to condone 

graffiti, which defaces buildings and 

may cause permanent damage. But 

historical graffiti may be quite useful to 

family history researchers, and in the 
absence of a document, could prove the 

only hand-written link to an ancestor. 

Most graffiti is created by ‘tourists’, 

people who are present only for a short 

time. Often it consists of initials rather 

than a full name. However, some graffiti 

may be that of a local person – the 

‘signature’ of a builder or craftsman or 

something which records a local 
tradition or political statement. 

In Oxford a door of the Great Hall at 

Christ Church contains nails spelling out 

‘No Peel’ in protest against Robert Peel 

(Prime Minister 1841–6), but has no 

signatures of its makers. When the 

Natural History Museum roof  in Oxford 

was being refurbished in 2013, high up 
on a beam, out of sight for 150 years, 

was the message: ’This roof was painted 

by G THICKE and J RANDALL, April 

1864’2.  I would love to have had either 

of them as my ancestor. St Michael’s 

church in Cumnor has a much older 

example of joiner’s graffiti, carved into 

the spiral oak staircase to the bell 

tower. It reads ‘TB GN 1685’. There are 

numerous other examples in houses 

and public buildings all over the world.  

A specialist form of graffiti consists 

of the carving in the soft lead on the 
roofs of prominent buildings, which may 

be done by those repairing the roof, but 

also by children. John Billingsley in the 

Folklore Society News describes ‘the 

etching of footsoles in the lead of 

church and other roofs’ and quotes J R 

Mortimer, a noted 19th century 

Yorkshire archaeologist recalling: ‘we 

(local schoolchildren) occasionally 
climbed the church porch, and then 

ascended to the flat roof of the church, 

on which we cut outlines of our feet in 

the lead and initialled them’.3 

Christine Bloxham in her book From 

May Day to Mummers gives Oxfordshire 

examples, noting that Shrove Tuesday 

was a special event: ‘…walking on the 
leads of the church roof, recorded in 

several places in Oxfordshire, such as 

Spelsbury (where women used to dance 

on the roof), Bloxham and Upper 

Heyford, where participants carved the 

shape of their shoes on the leads, with 

their initials, but in these places it was 

more connected with repairs to the roof, 

Contributed Articles 
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or national celebrations such 

as commemorating the 

victory of the Battle of 

Waterloo in the case of 

Spelsbury, rather than being 

a specifically Shrove Tuesday 

custom’.4 

Examples of lead footprints 

can also be found in some 

prominent houses. Hope 

House in Woodstock, 

Oxfordshire (circa 1708), 

was built at the same time 

and with the same materials 

as nearby Blenheim Palace. 

It was owned by the MONEY 
family who were responsible 

for glove making factories in 

the town. There were 

numerous footprints carved 

in the lead roof, of both the 

family members and their 

friends, including apparently 

the CHURCHILLs.5   
A few years ago, while I was 

preparing a book on the 

village, I was privileged to be 

allowed to go up on the 

church roof at Minster Lovell 

to take photographs and 

saw my first lead footprints. 

It looks like many marks 
were made in the early 20th 

century by schoolchildren. 

Carved separately were: 

H.L. (unknown, maybe 

George Henry LAWLEY born 

1907, Ernest Hubert LEWIS 

born 1904 in Cogges, one of Lead footprint at Minster Lovell with initials AB 
carved inside it. Photos by Sue Honoré 

Contributed Articles 
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the LUCKETT family, or, more likely, a 

member of the LOCK family which was 

common in the village) 

W. Blake (probably William George 

Lovell BLAKE, son of a father of the 

same name and Rosina LOCK. William 

junior lived 1906–1990) 

H. Bus(by)? (a small mark after the ‘s’ 

could be part of a ‘y’ and the surname is 

probably BUSBY)  

N. Green (probably Arthur William 

Norman GREEN 1905–1977, son of 

William Henry GREEN and Sarah 

SAUNDERS) 

In or near these footprints were: 

Two prints together - right one is JB or 

TB; left is JJS& plus a sideways A 

Fritz D Elton? (name may be ELTON or a 

more common Oxfordshire name ELT(H)

OM) 

WEC 1900 or WEO (name unknown) 

AB (could be another member of the 

BLAKE or BUSBY families) 

W H G L Neville 1897 Nov 5 (Might be 
WH as one set of initials and GL NEVILLE 

as another or WHG and L NEVILLE).  

Some other churches with lead 

footprints include Chesterton, near 

Peterborough in Cambridgeshire; St 

Mary’s church in Long Sutton near 

Lincoln (graffiti dated 1841); Stotfold in 

Bedfordshire and Barnby in the Willows 

near Newark, Nottinghamshire (carvings 

ranging from 1700 to 1935). 6 

So, next time you plan an ancestor-
hunting visit, check for literature on the 

area or ask a local resident or church 

official if there is any graffiti that might 

lead you to a forebear.  Do please note 

that most examples may not be 

accessible to the public, but could be 

already documented and 

photographed. If you happen upon 

someone planning to repair a church 

roof, then do ask them to look out for 

and record any footprints they find! 
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Two prints close together: ‘JB/TB’ and ‘JJS& (sideways) A’ on  
Minster Lovell church roof  

Contributed Articles Contributed Articles 



 

Volume 28, No 3, December 2014 
 
 

164         Oxfordshire Family Historian 

July 2014: On Death and Dying – 
Did they really Rest in Peace?, by 
Joan Grundy 
Joan began her talk by reminding us 
that the only certain thing in life is that 
we will all die. Nevertheless, she 
suggested, dying in the 21st century 
was greatly preferable to the 
experience of our ancestors in previous 
centuries, since we now treat corpses 
with respect. 

In the first part of her talk Joan 
outlined cases of people in past 
centuries being buried alive and the 
consequent hysterical fear of premature 
burial which arose, along with the 
bizarre devices which were developed 
to prevent it. During cholera epidemics 
in the 19th century, when it was 
deemed important to bury the dead 
quickly to prevent infection, there were 
a number of ‘mishaps’ when people 
were buried prematurely. But over the 
years there were also many other 
recorded cases of premature burial, one 
as recently as 1971 when a ‘dead man’ 
in Venezuela burst out of his coffin, 
causing his mother-in-law to drop dead 
from shock; she was then buried in his 
grave. 

Before the invention of the 
stethoscope in the early 19th century, 
which enabled doctors to test for a 
beating heart, it was difficult to be 
certain that somebody was actually 
dead until the body began to putrefy. A 
further issue was that doctors did not 
necessarily have to have seen the body 
before certifying a death; the surest 
way to prevent being buried alive was 
to get a certificate from a doctor who 

had actually seen the body. There were 
a number of methods and devices to 
check whether somebody was actually 
dead, based on the theory that the truly 
dead could not feel pain; ‘strenuous 
tongue pulling’ was advocated as late as 
the 1890s. There were also various 
strange contraptions developed to set 
bells ringing if the ‘corpse’ made the 
slightest movement. 

In the second part of her talk, Joan 
explained how the grave was not always 
the last resting place for a corpse. In 
Britain, especially in the period 1780–
1830, there was a huge gap between 
the demand for bodies for anatomy 
study and the legal supply, which 
resulted in body snatchers doing a 
roaring trade. Provided no clothing or 
other goods were stolen from the grave, 
grave-robbing was only classed as a 
misdemeanour, not a felony, and so the 
penalties imposed were relatively light. 
Fear of body-snatching led to the use of 
iron safes to protect graves and of 
watch huts in graveyards. 

Bodies could be dug up for other 
reasons. In Charles II’s reign, Oliver 
Cromwell’s corpse was exhumed from 
Westminster Abbey and hanged at 
Tyburn, with the head then being 
placed on a spike on display for many 
years, before passing through several 
owners and ending up at his Cambridge 
college. The musician Paganini was for 
many years refused burial in 
consecrated ground, which resulted in 
his body being buried, then exhumed 
and reburied several times before finally 
being buried some 55 years after his 
death. Joan also reminded us of the 
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The Victorian Traveller’s Guide to Oxford by Edwin 
English (2014). Available from Amberley Publishing, The 
Hill, Merrywalks, STROUD GL5 4EP or www.amberley-
books.co.uk. Also available from online booksellers and 
in Kindle, Kobo and iBook formats. ISBN: 978-1-4456-
4306-9; 160 pages; price £9.99 plus p&p. 

This travel guide is reprinted from an original which was 
published in 1901 and illustrates the interests of the 
Victorian tourist. The focus of the book is on the various 
colleges of the university, but includes other notable 
buildings, history and people as well as the Thames and 
three places outside the city – Nuneham Courtney, Iffley 
and Blenheim Palace. Of special interest are the 
photographs and illustrations from the time; there are 
several double-page spreads in the book. At the end are 
advertisements for what is assumed are the sponsors of 
the guide and they are worth closer inspection. There are 
photographs of the shops taken in the late nineteenth 
century and include R S ROWELL, a jeweller; Miss BATES’ 
fruit and flower shop; HILLS and SAUNDERS who sold 
drawings and paintings and an early tourist trap at 2 
Cornmarket Street – DAVIS’ ‘Artistic Souvenirs of Oxford’. 
The book is interesting for those who had Victorian 
ancestors in Oxford or who might like to try an old-
fashioned tour of the city.    
 
A History of Churchill and Sarsden, The Earth and the 
Empire: Birthplace of William Smith and Warren 
Hastings by Ralph Mann (2013). Available from Churchill 
& Sarsden Heritage Centre at 
www.churchillheritage.org.uk or from Amazon. ISBN: 
978-0-9575-6900-3; 132 pages; price £10 plus p&p. 

It was a complete coincidence that this book by Ralph 
Mann was suggested for review supporting a big 
anniversary in the village in 2015, at the same time as 
Rev Mann’s unfortunate death (see Obituaries in this 
issue of the journal). The book fills a gap left by an out-of
-print study on the village by Lilian Rose. It is 
comprehensive and easy to read, covering the history of 
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the area from the Stone Age through to modern times 
including schools, farms, the mill, railway, churches and 
chapel. There are also short biographies of well-known 
people, particularly William SMITH (a geologist) and 
Warren HASTINGS (Governor-General of India). The 
ordinary citizens are not forgotten and, for those with 
ancestors from this area of Oxfordshire, there are several 
lists of names including schoolchildren, vicars and 
owners/tenants of properties destroyed by a disastrous 
fire in 1684 as well as various maps showing landholders. 
This book is recommended for anyone with ancestry in 
Churchill or Sarsden.  

 
War Memorials: A Guide for Family Historians by Susan 
Tall (2014). Available from The Family History 
Partnership, 57 Bury New Road, Ramsbottom, BURY, 
Lancashire BL0 0BZ or 
www.thefamilyhistorypartnership.com. ISBN: 978-1-
906280- 46-8; 64 pages; price £6.50 plus p&p. 

This succinct paperback is a handy reference guide. It 
covers three main topics – finding a relative, researching 
names, and military service records (from the Boer War 
through to post-World War Two). It does not limit itself 
to typical community war memorials, but includes other 
sources such as those for workforces, education 
establishments and clubs. There are numerous 
illustrations and examples, mainly from the Midlands, 
where the author is based, and a good listing of 
additional resources, especially on the web. It is a 
concise, easy to read book for those who want to start 
tracing military ancestors for their own family or for a 
community.   

 
Making Sense of Latin Documents for Family & Local 
Historians by Brooke Westcott (2014). Available from 
The Family History Partnership, 57 Bury New Road, 
Ramsbottom, BURY BL0 0BZ or 
www.thefamilyhistorypartnership.com. ISBN: 978 1 
906280 45 1; 84 pages; price £7.50 plus p&p.  
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This book states from the outset that it is not for 
beginners or a complete guide to Latin documents and 
the author provides a list of supplementary references. 
There is plenty of discussion on Latin grammar 
throughout, which may go over the head of many 
people, but the book is designed as a ‘crib sheet’ for 
common documents in Latin and displays line-by-line 
translations of numerous examples, so is also useful for 
those who are not Latin scholars. The topics covered are 
wills (wills, probate, inventories, citations etc.); other 
legal documents such as excommunication and writs and 
land documents (Inquistions post Mortem, land deeds, 
recovery of seisin, copyholds and others). The book also 
describes the history and use of the original documents 
and adds interesting facts such as the use of ‘Ann’ vs. 
‘Anne’ in female names and land lease vs. sale. As one 
improvement, it could have benefitted from a glossary at 
the end. Overall it is a surprisingly interesting book and a 
useful addition for those researching early family history 
documents.  
 
The Life & Times of a Charlbury Quaker - the Journals of 
William Jones 1784–1818 edited by Hannah Jones 
(2014). Available from www.oxfordshire-record-
society.org.uk, Amazon, or good booksellers. ISBN: 978-
0902509788; 388 pages; hardback; price £25 plus p&p. 

Although not available for review, those of you who 
attended Hannah Jones’ talk to OFHS earlier this year on 
the Charlbury Quaker William JONES might be interested 
to note that her book on the subject has just been 
published in hardback by The Oxford Record Society as 
volume 69. The book transcribes three of William Jones’ 
ten journals which in total covered the period 1784–
1838. Anyone with an interest in the Quakers or in 
Charlbury history should find this book as fascinating as 
the talk. 

 
Book Reviewer: Sue Honoré 
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OFHS Correspondence:  
By post: Oxfordshire Family History Society, 
Oxfordshire History Centre,  St Lukes Church, 
Temple Road, Cowley, OXFORD,  
OX4 2HT, UK 
Tel: 01865 358151 
Email: help@ofhs.org.uk  

Oxfordshire Central Library: 
Westgate, OXFORD, OX1 1DJ 
Open   09:00–19:00 Mon, Tue, Wed
  Thu; 09:00–17:30 Fri, Sat 
Closed  Sun and Public Holidays  
Web:   www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/                 
  oxfordcentrallibrary 
Tel: 01865 815509 
Provides a self-service selection of local and 
family history books, and access to a range 
of computer-based resources. 

Local Studies Centres at other 
Libraries: 
Abingdon  01235 520374 
Banbury  01295 262282 
Didcot  01235 813103 
Henley  01491 575278 
Wantage  01235 762291 
Witney  01993 703659 
Web:  www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries 

Oxfordshire History Centre: 
St Luke’s Church, Temple Road, Cowley, 
OXFORD, OX4 2HT 
Tel: 01865 398200 
Email: oxhist@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Web:  www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/     
 oxfordshirehistory 
Open  10:00–17:00 Tue,  
 09:00–17:00 Wed–Sat 
Closed  Mon, Sun, Public Holidays and 
 Bank Holiday weekends 

Berkshire Record Office: 
9 Coley Avenue, READING, RG1 6AF 
Open   09:00–17:00 Tue, Wed 
 09:00–21:00 Thu 
 09:00–16:30 Fri 
Tel: 0118 937 5132 
Email: arch@reading.gov.uk 
Web: www.berkshirerecordoffice.org.uk 

Society of Genealogists (SoG): 
14 Charterhouse Buildings, Goswell Road, 
LONDON, EC1M 7BA 
Open  10:00–18:00 Tue, Wed, Sat 
 10:00–20:00 Thu 
Tel: 020 7251 8799 
Web: www.sog.org.uk 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
Family History Centre: 
280 The Meadway, Tilehurst, READING, 
RG30 4PE 
Tel: 0118 941 0211 
Web: www.rfhc.org.uk 

The National Archives (TNA): 
Ruskin Avenue, Kew, RICHMOND,  
TW9 4DU 
Open  09:00–19:00 Tue, Thu 
 09.00–17:00 Wed, Fri & Sat 
Tel: 020 8876 3444 
Web: www.nationalarchives.gov.uk 

Federation of Family History Societies 
(FFHS): 
PO Box 8857, LUTTERWORTH, 
LE17 9BJ 
Tel: 01455 203133 
Email: info@ffhs.org.uk 
Web: www.ffhs.org.uk 

Guild of One-Name Studies: 
c/o Hon Sec, Box G, 14 Charterhouse 
Buildings, Goswell Road, LONDON, EC1M 
7BA, Tel: 0800 011 2182 
Email: guild@one-name.org 
Web: www.one-name.org  

Useful Addresses 

Telephone numbers are shown for UK 
callers. From elsewhere replace the 
leading 0 by  +44 
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Who’s Who in Oxfordshire FHS 
Baptism Index Co-ordinator: 
Wendy Archer  –  see inside front cover 
– baptisms@ofhs.org.uk 

Birth Brief Index:  
Ian Costar 
The Old Post Office, The Green, LUDGERSHALL 
 HP18 9NZ  
– birth-briefs@ofhs.org.uk 

Book Reviews: 
Contact the Editor –  see inside front cover 
– book-reviews@ofhs.org.uk 

Bookstall Co-ordinator: 
Paul Gaskell  
28 Bulan Road, Headington, OXFORD, OX3 7HT 
– book-sales@ofhs.org.uk 

CD and Microfiche Sales: 
Miss Judith Wildsmith, 85 Downside Road, 
Headington, OXFORD, OX3 8JJ 
– cd-sales@ofhs.org.uk  
– fiche-sales@ofhs.org.uk 

Computer Group organising panel: 
Contact the panel via Alan Simpson: 
– see Search Services 
– computers@ofhs.org.uk 

Exchange Journals: 
Mrs Sheila Tree 
148 Campbell Road, OXFORD, OX4 3NR 
– 01865 433266 
– librarian@ofhs.org.uk 

Family History Fair Organiser: 
Angie Trueman  
20 Gwyns Piece 
LAMBOURN 
RG17 8YZ 
– open-day@ofhs.org.uk 

Helpline: 
Wendy Archer 
– 01865 358151 
– help@ofhs.org.uk 

Journal Editor: 
Sue Honoré – see inside front cover 
– editor@ofhs.org.uk 

Journal Layout: 
Rosemary Bailey 

Journal Distribution: 
Jessica Feinstein – see Membership Secretary 

 

Members’ Interests & Membership Secretary: 
Jessica Feinstein 
114 Whitehorns Way, Drayton, ABINGDON, OX14 4LQ 
– membership@ofhs.org.uk 

Minutes Secretary: 
Mrs Sheila Tree  – see Exchange Journals 
 

Monumental Inscriptions: 
Alan Simpson  
– see Search Services 
– mis@ofhs.org.uk 

Programme Co-ordinator: 
Christopher Fance 
Rectory Farm, Barton-on-the-Heath,  
MORETON-IN-MARSH, GL56 0PH 
– meetings@ofhs.org.uk 
 

Project Co-ordinator and Parish Register 
Transcription Project: 
Dr Hugh Kearsey,  Windmill Place, Windmill Road, 
Minchinhampton, STROUD, GL6 9EE 
– 01453 887446 
– projects@ofhs.org.uk 
  
Publicity Officer: 
– see Bookstall Co-ordinator 
– publicity@ofhs.org.uk 

Search Services: 
Dr Alan Simpson, Forest Farmhouse, Old  
Road, Shotover Hill, Headington, OXFORD,  
OX3 8TA 
– searches@ofhs.org.uk 

Strays Co-ordinator: 
Mrs Jennifer Tombs, 
60 Selwood Road, OLD WOKING, GU22 9HT 
– strays@ofhs.org.uk 

War Memorials Co-ordinator: 
John Blakeman, 
24 Newland Close, Eynsham, WITNEY, OX29 4LE 
– 01865 880792 
– war-memorials@ofhs.org.uk (via Malcolm Austen) 
 

Website Manager: 
Malcolm Austen, 
11 Corn Avill Close, ABINGDON, OX14 2ND 
– 01235 533626 
– webmaster@ofhs.org.uk 

Wills Library Co-ordinator: 
Dave Beames, 
162 Black Road, MACCLESFIELD, SK11 7LF 
– wills@ofhs.org.uk 
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Diary Dates 
For more dates, especially the many events hosted by the Society of Genealogists in 
London, see the joint GENUKI/FFHS event calendar at geneva.weald.org.uk. Events 

in bold will have an OFHS presence. 

January  2015 
Jan 15 Milton under   
 Wychwood, OXF 
 Village Hall 
 Wychwoods Local 
 Hist. Soc. 
 Putting the Wychwoods 
 on the Map 
 John Leighfield 
Jan 25 Bracknell, BRK  
 The Bracknell Family 
 History Fair 
    
February 2015 
Feb 3 Hook Norton, OXF 
 Baptist Church Hall 
 7:30pm; OLHA 
  King Henry VIII’s  
 Travels Around 
 Oxfordshire 
 Sarah Morris 
Feb 12 Banbury, OXF 
 Banbury Museum 
 Banbury Hist. Soc. 
 The Romans Who 
                           Shaped Britain  
                           David Stuttard; 7:30pm 
 
March 2015 
Mar 8 Port Sunlight, CHS  
 The Merseyside & 
 Cheshire Family History 
 Fair 

Mar 14 Harrogate, NYK 
 North Yorkshire County 
 Record Office Local and 
 Family History Day 
Mar 21 National Museum of the 
 Royal Navy (Portsmouth) 
 FFHS AGM & General 
 Meeting 
Mar 22 Churchill, OXF 
 Unveiling of William 
 Smith plaque  
Mar 24 Woking, SRY 
 We Will Remember 
 Them: WWI workshops 
Mar 27-29 Broughton, LIN 
 Guild of One-Name 
 Studies: 2015 
 Conference & AGM 
  
April 2015 
Apr 11 St Ives, HUN 
 The Big  Family History 
 Fair 2015 
Apr 11 Haywards Heath, SXW 
 Sussex FHG Annual 
 Conference & AGM 
Apr 16-18 NEC, Birmingham, WMD 
 Who Do You Think You 
 Are? Live  
 

 



Back cover: 
The official German prisoner-of-war portrait of Corporal W A Beames taken in Germany.  
Note the stamp on the photo. See Dave Beames’ article in this journal for the story 

Meetings at Exeter Hall  
Oxford Road, Kidlington 

OX5 1AB 
 

General meetings take place in the large hall. 
Bookstall and computer advice from 7:15pm. Talks start at 8:00pm. 

Computer meetings (*) usually take place in the small hall. Doors 
open at 7:15pm. Talks start at 7:30pm. 

 
26 January 2015 

‘A tough but full-blooded area’: The parish of  
St Thomas the Martyr, West Oxford – Liz Woolley 

 
2 February 2015* 

All the Gory Details: Records of Court Proceedings – Alan Simpson 
 

23 February 2015 
From Trevithick to Barnes Wallis: tracing a family  

of Cornish engineers, from Camborne to Brooklands, via the sewers 
of London – Tony Hadland 

 
23 March 2015 

Joining the dots and bringing it all together:  
connecting up normal genealogical research, origins of surnames, 

and DNA – Anthony Adolph 
 

13 April 2015* 
The Fun of Facebook for Family History – Wendy Archer 

 
27 April 2015 

Fair Mile Revealed: the Victorian Asylum – Mark Stevens 
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