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Front cover:  
Nativity scene on west wall of Freeland Church,  

between Eynsham and Hanborough 
The church was designed by John Loughborough Pearson, an architect renowned for his 
Victorian Gothic Revival style, based on Normandy churches in France. It was built from 

1866–1869 by the Taunton family, in memory of Sir William Elias Taunton (1772–1835), a 
judge of the King’s Bench, with the additional aim of improving the lives of the villagers, 

drawing them back from non-conformism. The church followed the Tractarian high church 
traditions supported by the Tauntons. The west window, of which the Nativity scene is a part, 

was given in memory of Sir William and Lady Taunton in 1877. 
Photo by Sue Honoré. 
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SOCIETY OBJECTIVES 
1. to advance public education in family history and genealogy primarily 

within the county of Oxford 
2. to collect, index, co-ordinate, publish and make accessible in the 

interests of genealogy any documents or records relating to the county 
3. to promote the preservation of such documents or records 
4. to encourage the study of genealogy 
5. to assist educationally by lectures or otherwise in record research 
6. to co-operate with Family History and other Societies with similar 

interests. 
The Constitution of the Society is lodged with the Charity Commissioners and a copy is available from the 
Society’s web site or, upon receipt of a stamped addressed envelope, from the Secretary. 

OFHS Registered Charity Number 275891 

Contributions to Future Editions 
The Oxfordshire Family Historian is published three times each year with cover 
dates of April, August and December. Items for consideration should be submitted 
to the editor. The earlier an item is received, the greater the chance of inclusion in 
the next issue. The deadline for the April 2014 issue is 15 January 2014. Urgent and 
short items may be submitted up to 1 February 2014.  

The Editor reserves the right to edit, abridge, reject, or defer to a future date, all 
material submitted for publication. It is the contributor’s responsibility to ensure 
that material submitted does not breach copyright laws. Contributions remain the 
copyright of OFHS and the authors jointly. The observations and opinions 
expressed in the articles and notices in the journal are those of their authors and not 
necessarily those of the Society. 

 Subscriptions are renewable annually on 1 January  
except that those joining during Oct, Nov, Dec have their membership carried 

forward through the following year.  

Membership renewal forms are distributed with the December journal. 

UK members: Individual £9.00, Family £10.00 
Overseas members (incl. postage) £12.00 

Cheques drawn in sterling and made out to  
Oxfordshire Family History Society should be sent to the Membership Secretary  

(see the Who’s Who at the back of this Journal). 

Australian members may pay via the Society’s agent (member 2202) 
Mrs Barbara Geeves, 8 Sailing Lane, Mornington, Victoria 3931, Australia 

Email: agent-au@ofhs.org.uk  

Membership details are kept on computer and are used for  
Society activities only. 

mailto:agent-au@ofhs.org.uk
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From the Editor 
The nights are drawing in, and for me at 
least, it is a time to focus on researching 
family history again. I now have 6 boxes 
of various family papers in my dining 
room to sort through from my recently 
deceased uncle. I know there are a few 
gems in there. One is a fantastic early 
twentieth century photo of my 
grandmother and her school hockey 
team in Northumberland, with names of 
each of the girls on the back and the 
college they subsequently attended. 
However, there are numerous pictures 
with no names, and with an itinerant 
family like mine, that can be a 

challenge. It’s a reminder to us all to 
document those family photos before the 
memory of the pictures is gone forever – 
so a good winter task!  

As I am sure you are aware, next 
year is the centenary of the start of the 
First World War, so if any of you have 
military stories on your Oxfordshire 
families, from any period in history, do 
send them in. However, I am always on 
the lookout for stories on any topic, so I 
am looking forward to seeing what you 
can create on these long winter nights. 

Sue Honoré 
OFHS JOURNAL EDITOR 

In the centre of this volume of the 
journal you will find the Membership 
Renewal Form. In response to requests, 
the form again includes the facility to set 
up a bank standing order. 

Subscription renewal is due on 1 
January 2014. Prompt renewal helps to 
keep down costs, meaning we can 
maintain the subscription rates: £9.00 for 
individuals, £10.00 for families and 
£12.00 for overseas members. 

If you pay by bank standing order, 
have paid in advance for 2014 or joined 
after 1 October this year, you do not 
need to pay again for 2014. If you are 
unsure, please contact me. 

I am pleased to report that the 
Society continues to have a strong  
membership base. The Society recruited 
over 90 new members in the first nine 
months of 2013 and we are some 1,760 

in all, with 8% of you located overseas. 
Members in Australia can still pay 

their subscriptions to our local agent, 
Barbara Geeves – see the reverse of the 
renewal form. However, all other 
renewal subscriptions must be paid in 
sterling. If this causes difficulties, please 
contact me for assistance. 

Your society is here to help you in 
many ways, so please try to renew your 
membership as soon as possible. 
Remember to notify me of any changes 
to your contact details: address, email, 
phone number, etc. throughout the  
year, so that you will continue to receive 
the Oxfordshire Family Historian and 
any other communications without 
delay. 

   Denise Lambkin 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

From the Membership Secretary 
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OFHS News 
From the Executive Committee Table 

by Wendy Archer 
Some of the matters discussed by the 
Executive Committee from June to 
October 2013 are reported below. 

Oxfordshire parish register 
scanning project 
The final registers were scanned at the 
beginning of September, with 
permission to scan having been received 
from the parishes, albeit in the nick of 
time in some cases! With only 10 
exceptions, every parish register at OHC 
or loaned to OHC during the project has 
now been scanned. The exceptions are 
(1) 4 registers which have been seen in 
modern times, but are currently missing, 
(2) 2 registers which are in too poor 
condition to scan, and (3) 4 registers 
which were considered too recent to 
scan. Considering that there are 
approximately 3,400 registers, this is 
something of a success! We are now 
working out a system whereby they can 
be viewed at Oxfordshire History Centre 
for a small charge. We will also be 
considering how they will be presented 
on the internet in due course. 

Other projects 
The project to transcribe the grave 
registers of the four Oxford City 
cemeteries has reached its completion, 
both of the transcription and addressing 
the queries therein. The next step is  
to make the transcripts available both to 

the Cemeteries Service and within OFHS. 
Rekeying of old parish register 

transcripts is progressing, as is building 
up the burial index, which has been 
updated in the period. 

The Oxfordshire DNA project now 
has 28 members with recorded profiles. 

The transcribing of Monumental 
Inscriptions has continued, with more 
details on the next page. 

Open Day 
Our Open Day plans are always a focus 
of our attention leading up to October, 
and we are grateful to our Open Day 
Organiser, Jenny Lee, for the work she 
puts into planning the day. A report of 
the day is on  page 154. 

Fairs and talks 
We attended the Oxfordshire Past 

2013 conference, at which Trevor 
Jackson, Cemeteries Manager of Oxford 
City Council, gave a well-received 
presentation on our transcription project. 
Our Pip, Squeak & Wilfred military 
conference, to be held in June 2014, is 
looking to be both interesting and 
informative. 

Holford Centre wind-down 
We have started focussing on disposal of 
the library, to members who have 
submitted bids, to libraries and 
elsewhere. 
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Update from the Churchyards 

Blog 
We are continuing to publicise our news 
through our blog at news.ofhs.org.uk/
news/ and our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/oxfordshirefhs to 

complement our main website. Both 
sites have a format whereby most posts 
are well illustrated. 

Wendy Archer 
CHAIRMAN 

 

What a change from this time last year! 
Then I was bemoaning the fact that we 
had suffered the wettest summer for 100 
years with very little opportunity for MI 
transcribing. This year the weather has 
been much kinder and progress has been 
good. The net result is that now the 
season has ended, I have no less than 
five transcripts awaiting turning into 
CDs, either already sat here on my 
computer or promised imminently. They 
are, in alphabetical order: Cowley, St 
James; South Newington; Standlake; 
Stanton Harcourt and Tubney. So that 
should keep me out of mischief for a 
while. I would like to hope they would 
all be completed by Christmas but am 
not foolish enough to make any rash 
promises! 

The local group recording at 
Chalgrove has reported good progress 
this year, so that transcript too may be 
hard on the heels of those mentioned 
above. 

The Littlemore History Society are 
now well underway recording the 
monuments at St Nicholas’ church. We 
provided them with a set of plans and a 
couple of on-site training sessions to 
help get things started. The intention is 
that we will also assist in turning the 

result into a CD which will be sold 
though OFHS in the usual way. An 
added bonus of this project was a piece 
about it in the Oxford Mail at the start of 
September, which provided an 
opportunity for us to spread the word 
about the OFHS transcribing activities. 
This in turn was picked up by Radio 
Oxford, with the result that your scribe 
got the opportunity for a brief spot on 
the Charles Nove early morning Sunday 
program on 22 September. 

As to our plans for next year, there 
are some thoughts in the pipeline but 
nothing definite yet. These will be 
announced in the next issue of 
Oxfordshire  Family  Hi stori an . 
Meanwhile if you have ideas about a 
churchyard you would particularly like 
to see tackled; or even better if you and 
some friends have time to tackle it with 
some guidance from ‘the regulars’, then 
please contact me at the address below. 

Right, back to the CD building! 
Alan Simpson (3960) 

MI CO-ORDINATOR 
mis@ofhs.org.uk 

Forest Farmhouse, Old Road,  
Shotover Hill, Headington 

 OXFORD OX3 8TA 
mis@ofhs.org.uk 

http://www.facebook.com/oxfordshirefhs
mailto:mis@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:mis@ofhs.org.uk
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OFHS News 

Dr Hugh Kearsey, OFHS President, winner of new SoG award for exceptional 
contributions to genealogy 
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Dr Hugh Kearsey is one of four people 
to be recognised by the Society of 
Genealogists’ new ‘Certificate of 
Recognition’, which acknowledges 
exceptional contributions to genealogy 
by individuals and institutions 
worldwide. There were four winners this 
year, three individuals and an 
organisation.  

The citation for Hugh is: 
‘Dr Hugh Kearsey for actively 
ensuring a wider availability of 
materials enabling others to pursue 
family history in Oxfordshire and 
Gloucestershire’. 

Full details of the award and the 
recipients are at: www.sog.org.uk/news/
article/society-of-genealogists-launches-
a-new-prest igious-a ward-for - the-
genealogic 

Hugh joined the Oxfordshire Family 
History Society in 1985 and was elected 
to its Committee in 1988, becoming 
Chairman in 1995. Having moved to 
Gloucestershire in 1997, he relinquished 
his chairmanship two years later, and 
was elected Vice President. He remained 
on the Committee until 2009, having 
been elected President in 2002, a post he 
still holds. 

Hugh is currently our Projects Co-
ordinator. His first project began when 
he became 1851 Census Co-ordinator in 
July 1988. Much of the transcription, 
indexing and presentation on fiche and 
later on CD, of the 1841–1901 census 
indexes as well as the transcripts of 1841 

and 1851 (important resources of the 
society), are attributable to Hugh. 

Key to the ‘wider availability’ of 
Oxfordshire information was Hugh’s 
initiative of microfiching the parish 
register transcripts held at the Centre for 
Oxfordshire Studies in 1989. They were 
later scanned and Hugh formatted the 
scans leading to their publication on CD, 
with the first such being produced in 
2003.  

Whilst living in the part of 
Oxfordshire that was North Berkshire, 
Hugh transcribed some of the parish 
registers of that area. 

The OFHS Search Services, enabling 
county-wide searches of databases such 
as, initially, the marriage index, were 
written by Hugh back in 1990. Hugh 
typed up the marriage index, at that time 
on fiche and on paper slips, as the first 

Hugh Kearsey Wins Award 
by Wendy Archer and Sue Honoré 

Hugh and his immensely supportive wife 
Jean. Photo by Malcolm Austen 

http://www.sog.org.uk/news/
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index. ‘I thought it was necessary to put 
search indexes together, to help people 
in their family research,’ said Hugh at 
the recent OFHS Open Day, where he 
was presented with his award. ‘For all 
those people who didn’t know exactly 
from which location their families 
originated and for those who couldn’t 
travel to see the original indexes’. 

Currently Hugh is extending, both in 
parishes and date coverage, the Society’s 
burial index. He is also busy replacing 
the scanned transcripts on the CDs with 
digital ones rekeyed by Society 
volunteers. 

These are just some of Hugh’s 
contributions to his work extending the 
availability of records relating to 
Oxfordshire family history, for which 
the Oxfordshire Family History Society 
is very grateful, and which makes him a 
worthy recipient of this new award. 

Hugh is also very appreciative of the 
enormous support of his wife Jean, 
without whom he would never have 
been able to achieve all his family 
history work. He declared: ‘She is my 
mainstay and deserves recognition 
herself’. 

Hugh has no intention of stopping 
his family history tasks: ‘I want to 
complete the baptisms and burials before 
I disappear,’ he commented at the end of 
the presentation of his certificate by 
Colin Chapman. 

Congratulations Hugh, and may you 
carry on indexing for many years to 
come! 

     Wendy Archer    
CHAIRMAN 

Sue Honoré    
OFHS JOURNAL EDITOR 

The certificate being presented by 
Colin Chapman (on right) to Hugh 
Kearsey. Photo by Malcolm Austen 

The SoG award certificate  
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 Welcome to New Advisors 

The OFHS Holford Centre is closing in 
March 2014, but it is still open at the 
moment. We know that people travel for 
many miles to access our resources. For 
the final few months the centre is open 
‘by appointment only’. Please ring on 
01865 358151 and give as much notice 
as you can. The Holford team will do its 
best to meet your needs.  

Do remember that there is access to 
the Oxfordshire Search Suite and other 
online resources, plus very helpful 
human helpers at The Oxfordshire 
History Centre and Westgate Library. 
Please see www.ofhs.org.uk for more 
information.  To order searches online 
go to searches.oxfordshirefhs.org.uk . 

Holford Centre Opening  

Many of you will know that volunteer 
members of the OFHS sit in the glass 
‘cave’ at the entrance to the 
Oxfordshire History Centre (Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, first Saturday of the month) 
and at Westgate Library (Tuesday 
afternoons, Wednesday, Friday and 
some Thursday mornings) to help 
people with their family history 
queries. The team have dealt with 
everything from beginners to those 
with very complex brick walls, from 
Oxfordshire to the farthest reaches of 

the globe. One of the benefits is that it 
frees up the staff at the OHC and 
library to do their jobs. It’s also very 
rewarding, with many grateful 
customers and the occasional box of 
chocolates.  

The existing team of Wendy 
Archer, Mick Dumbleton, Pat Ford, 
Sue Honoré, Christopher Lewis, Mary 
Newland and Caroline Walker have 
recently been joined by two very 
welcome additions – Simon Purtell and 
John Cramer.  

Updates to Search Suite Burial Indexes  
Hugh Kearsey has announced that there 
have been some changes to the OFHS 
Search Suite burial indexes. ‘All 
traditional Oxfordshire parishes have 
been indexed or are in the process of 
indexing for the period up to 1851. Over 
half have been extended to 1900 or later 
where the transcripts exist.’ The parishes 
of Christmas Common, Churchill, 
Cowley SS Mary and John, Denchworth, 

Faringdon Anabaptist, Faringdon 
Quaker, Holton, Oxford St Barnabas and 
Oxford St Peter le Bailey are new 
additions to the OFHS Search Suite. 
Another 18 parishes have had the dates 
of their burials extended. The Search 
Suite is available for consultation at the 
Oxfordshire History Centre and 
Westgate Library. 

http://www.ofhs.org.uk
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OFHS Open Day 
OFHS News 

The OFHS Open Day was a great 
success, with nearly 300 people 
attending. The exhibitors and the various 
help desks had a steady stream of 
customers. By mid-morning one 
attendee stopped and commented: ‘This 
is really buzzy!’. 

The smiling greeting from the 
welcome table and the helpful approach 
of all who manned the stalls was 
welcomed. The search service helpers 
were amazed at the complexity of 
questions asked and one of the advisors, 
Angie Trueman, even found that one of 
her customers was a distant relative. 

A special highlight of the day was 
the presentation by Colin Chapman of a 
new Society of Genealogists (SoG) 

award to OFHS President, Dr Hugh 
Kearsey. This is the first year of an 
award for non-members of the SoG for 
exceptional contribution to genealogy 
worldwide. Hugh was one of four 
recipients, for his work for making 
indexes and data more widely available 
to the public. A full report on Hugh’s 
award is available earlier in this issue. 

Many thanks go to the organiser 
Jenny Lee, and the enormous group of 
OFHS members and organisations who 
helped to make the event a success. Be 
sure to book your diaries for the first 
weekend in October 2014 for the next 
Open Day.  

Sue Honoré  
OFHS JOURNAL EDITOR 

‘It was by far the friendliest and most helpful family history event I’ve been to.’ 
‘Very well organised and wide coverage of societies and organisations.’ 

Becky Vickers (left) and Julie Kennedy 
helping with a family tree  search 

The main hall with customers checking 
out the items for sale  
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News and Publicity 
The Society needs to use a variety of 
media channels in order for the OFHS to 
thrive in today’s world of instant 
communication.  

Apart from this journal and local 
leaflets and posters, you may be familiar 
with regular emails about the Society’s 
upcoming events and possibly with 
updates on our OFHS blog 
(news.ofhs.org.uk/news/) and Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/oxfordshirefhs) 
pages. In the last few months, BBC 
Radio Oxford has had a steady stream of 
OFHS interviewees including Wendy 
Archer on the society projects (August), 
Alan Simpson on the monumental 
inscriptions project (September) and 

Jenny Lee on the Open Day (October).  
Both the Open Day and the DNA 

project have been featured recently in 
the Oxford Mail and other local papers. 
In October, Tony Hadland, a former 
editor, started a discussion in the Oxford 
papers about the lack of funding for 
local Oxfordshire museums. The role is 
not just for the few who are prepared to 
get up at the crack of dawn to sit in a 
radio studio, but for all members, so do 
help publicise what we do and send in 
ideas for ways to improve our reach to a 
potential audience of future members.  

Look out for future editions of Who 
Do You Think You Are? magazine for 
more Oxfordshire news. 

The OFHS stand had plenty of keen 
browsers 

T h e  b u s y  O F H S  a dv i s o r s 
investigating  family tree queries 

http://www.facebook.com/oxfordshirefhs)
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News from the Victoria County History 
As regular readers will know, current 
VCH work is focused on Ewelme 
Hundred in the Chilterns for a volume to 
be published in 2016. Preliminary work 
is now also under way on the 
Wychwood area, which will be our next 
big project once Ewelme Hundred is 
complete. After Wychwood (to be 
published as Volume 19), four more 
volumes are needed to complete our 
county coverage. 

Since the last update Ewelme and 
Brightwell Baldwin have been added to 
the VCH website, and Chalgrove and 
Warpsgrove (both now in draft) will 
follow before too long. This means that 
nine of the fourteen ancient parishes in 
Ewelme Hundred are already available, 
covering a varied area from Warpsgrove 
and Shillingford by the River Thames 
through to Swyncombe, Nuffield and 
Nettlebed on the Chiltern uplands. Work 
is also under way on Benson and Berrick 
Salome, and on the large and complex 
parish of Newington, which included the 
hamlets of Berrick Prior, Holcombe, 
Brookhampton and Britwell Prior. From 
the Middle Ages Newington and Benson 
both belonged to ecclesiastical Peculiars, 
bringing the additional complications for 
research with which many family 
historians will be familiar! 

Work also began this summer on 
Idbury parish on the Gloucestershire 
border. This is the first of a dozen places 
earmarked for the Wychwood volume, 
along with Ascott-under-Wychwood, 
Bruern, Cornbury, Fifield, Langley, 
Leafield, Lyneham, Milton-under-

Wychwood, Ramsden, Shipton-under-
Wychwood, and Wychwood itself. All 
of those places were technically 
included within Wychwood Forest at 
one time or another, although not all, of 
course, included woodland or had close 
Forest connections. Idbury will be web-
mounted during 2014, with work on the 
rest of the area gaining pace over the 
next couple of years. 

In researching these places we are, as 
always, trawling through a huge range of 
documentary sources scattered in 
numerous archives, as well as exploring 
landscape and buildings. Outside our 
own Oxfordshire History Centre and 
Berkshire Record Office, there are 
important archives for Ewelme Hundred 
in several Oxford colleges, Canterbury 
Cathedral, Claydon House in 
Buckinghamshire, county record offices 
in Hampshire, Gloucestershire, and 
Dorset, and several archives in London. 
Recent building investigation included a 
look at the part-medieval Fifield House 
near Benson, in conjunction with 
researchers from the Oxfordshire 
Buildings Record and from Oxford 
University’s separate South Oxfordshire 
Project (run by our former VCH 
colleague Stephen Mileson). The 
building is difficult to interpret, and the 
VCH’s documentary work (particularly 
on owners’ wills) played an important 
role in trying to make sense of it. 
Another spin-off has been a recently 
published guide for the magnificent 
church at Ewelme, which acknowledges 
its debt to the unpublished  

Scene Around 
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VCH account. 
Funding remains very tight, and we 

need to build on this momentum to 
ensure that the projects remain on target, 
and that we can start to plan ahead for 
volumes 20 and beyond. The VCH 
Oxfordshire Trust is now our main 
funder, and produces a newsletter and 
organizes events for supporters - see 
contact details below. 
VCH websites: 

www.victoriacoun tyhistory.ac.uk/
counties/oxfordshire (background and 
work in progress) 

www.british-history.ac.uk (published 
volumes online) 
For information on Trust fundraising, 
contact Liam Tiller (Treasurer),  
East House, Roke, WALLINGFORD 
OX10 6J B;  01491  839618 ; 
LiamTiller@waitrose.com.  
For information on VCH research, 
email: simon.townley@history.ox.ac.uk. 

 
Simon Townley 

OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY EDITOR 
VICTORIA COUNTY HISTORY 

Fifield House near Benson, whose 19th-century facade masks a 
complicated part-medieval manor house 

Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum 
After much controversy over the 
building height and a number of 
setbacks, the new Soldiers of 
Oxfordshire Museum plans to open in 
spring 2014 in the grounds of the 

Oxfordshire Museum in Woodstock. The 
exact date is still to be announced and 
further details, when they are available, 
can be obtained from www.sofo.org.uk. 

http://www.british-history.ac.uk
mailto:LiamTiller@waitrose.com.
mailto:simon.townley@history.ox.ac.uk.
http://www.sofo.org.uk.
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St Luke’s Church 
anniversary 
The History Centre is holding an 
exhibition on the 75th anniversary of St 
Luke’s Church through until the end of 
December 2013. Building of the church 
started in 1937, with the foundation 
stone being laid on 22 July that year. It 
was built for the benefit of the 
parishioners of Cowley, particularly for 
the workers at the nearby Cowley car 
factory. Two images of the church are 
shown opposite. 

Although the church could hold over 
460 people, the congregation dwindled 
and in 1994 the church was de-
consecrated. Eventually on Tuesday 14 
November 2000, after extensive 
conversion, it was opened as the 
Oxfordshire History Centre. The bells 
went to Christchurch, Hampstead, in 
London. The organ moved to St Mark’s 
at Fitzroy in Melbourne, Australia, and 
the rood cross and figures went to nearby 

All Saints Church, East St Kilda.  

OHC opening times 
December to February 
The OHC will be closed for Christmas 
from Wednesday 25 December through 
Wednesday 1 January inclusive. 

It will also be closed for stocktaking 
Tue 28 January to Friday 7 February 
inclusive, then reopening on Saturday 8 
February, and back to normal hours for 
the week beginning Tuesday 11 February. 

Please check the OHC website for 
any last minute changes to these times. 

 
Mark Lawrence 

LOCAL STUDIES MANAGER  
OXFORDSHIRE HISTORY CENTRE, 

CULTURAL SERVICES  
St Luke’s Church, Temple Road  

OXFORD  
Oxford, OX4 2HT  

01865 398203  
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/

oxfordshirehistory  

News from Oxfordshire History Centre 

Oxfordshire Libraries closures 
All libraries will close at 01:00 pm on 
Tuesday 24 December, or at their usual 
time if this is earlier than 01:00 pm. Any 
library which does not usually open on a 
Tuesday will be closed from its usual 
closing time on Monday 23 December. 

Branch and mobile libraries will re-
open on Thursday 2 January. 

Oxford Central Library will be open 
from Saturday 28 December to Tuesday 
31 December inclusive (closing at 05:00 

pm that day) and re-opening on 
Thursday 2 January. 

 
Stella Wentworth  

Librarian, Reader & Information 
Services: 

 Local & Family History  
Reference Office, Oxford Central 

Library 
01865 815395  

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
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Scene Around 

The floor plan of the church. Visitors to the History Centre may 
like to note where they are walking when they next visit.  

The original Rogers drawing of St Luke’s church in 
Cowley. Both  church drawings courtesy Oxfordshire 
History Centre 
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OFHS Research Centre: 
The Holford Centre, School Lane 
Stanton St John, OXFORD, OX33 1ET 
Tel: 01865 358151 
See www.ofhs.org.uk for opening details 
Helpline: 01628 485013 
Email: help@ofhs.org.uk 

Oxfordshire Central Library: 
Westgate,  OXFORD, OX1 1DJ 
Open   09:00–19:00 Mon, Tue, Wed
  Thu; 09:00–17:30 Fri, Sat 
Closed  Sun and Public Holidays  
Web: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/                          
 oxfordcentrallibrary 
Tel: 01865 815509 
Provides a self-service selection of local 
and family history books, and access to a 
range of computer-based resources. 

Local Studies Centres at other 
Libraries: 
Abingdon  01235 520374 
Banbury  01295 262282 
Didcot  01235 813103 
Henley  01491 575278 
Wantage  01235 762291 
Witney  01993 703659 
Web:  www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries 

Oxfordshire History Centre: 
St Luke’s Church, Temple Road, Cowley, 
OXFORD, OX4 2HT 
Tel: 01865 398200 
Email: oxhist@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Web:  www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/     
 oxfordshirehistory 
Open  10:00–17:00 Tue,  
 09:00–17:00 Wed–Sat 
Closed  Mon, Sun, Public Holidays and 
 Bank Holiday weekends 

Berkshire Record Office 
9 Coley Avenue, READING, RG1 6AF 
Open   09:00–17:00 Tue, Wed 
 09:00–21:00 Thu 
 09:00–16:30 Fri 
Tel: 0118 937 5132 
Email: arch@reading.gov.uk 
Web:  www.berkshirerecordoffice.org.uk 

Society of Genealogists (SoG): 
14 Charterhouse Buildings, Goswell Road, 
LONDON, EC1M 7BA 
Open  10:00–18:00 Tue, Wed, Sat 
 10:00–20:00 Thu 
Tel: 020 7251 8799 
Web: www.sog.org.uk 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints Family History Centre: 
280 The Meadway, Tilehurst, READING, 
RG30 4PE 
Tel: 0118 941 0211 
Web:  www.rfhc.org.uk 

The National Archives (TNA): 
Ruskin Avenue, Kew, RICHMOND, TW9 
4DU 
Open  09:00–19:00 Tue, Thu 
 09.00–17:00 Wed, Fri & Sat 
Tel: 020 8876 3444 
Web: www.nationalarchives.gov.uk 

Federation of Family History Societies 
(FFHS): 
PO Box 8857, LUTTERWORTH, 
LE17 9BJ 
Tel: 01455 203133 
Email: info@ffhs.org.uk 
Web:  www.ffhs.org.uk 

Guild of One-Name Studies: 
c/o Hon Sec, Box G, 14 Charterhouse 
Buildings, Goswell Road, LONDON, 
EC1M 7BA, Tel: 0800 011 2182 
Email: guild@one-name.org 
Web:  www.one-name.org  

Useful Addresses 

Telephone numbers are shown for 
UK callers. From elsewhere replace 
the initial 0 by  +44 

http://www.ofhs.org.uk
mailto:help@ofhs.org.uk
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
mailto:oxhist@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:arch@reading.gov.uk
http://www.berkshirerecordoffice.org.uk
http://www.sog.org.uk
http://www.rfhc.org.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
mailto:info@ffhs.org.uk
http://www.ffhs.org.uk
mailto:guild@one-name.org
http://www.one-name.org
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Who’s Who in Oxfordshire FHS 
Baptism Index Co-ordinator: 
Dr Wendy Archer, see inside front cover 
– baptisms@ofhs.org.uk 

Birth Brief Index:  
Ian Costar 
The Old Post Office, The Green, LUDGERSHALL, 
HP18 9NZ   
– birth-briefs@ofhs.org.uk 

Book Reviews: 
Books (or other items) for review should be sent to 
the editor – see inside front cover 
– book-reviews@ofhs.org.uk 

Bookstall Co-ordinator: 
c/o Research Centre – see below 
– book-sales@ofhs.org.uk 

CD and Microfiche Sales: 
Miss Judith Wildsmith 
85 Downside Road, Headington, OXFORD, OX3 8JJ 
– cd-sales@ofhs.org.uk, fiche-sales@ofhs.org.uk 

Computer Group organising panel: 
Wendy Archer, Malcolm Austen, Alex McGahey, 
Alan Simpson, Angie Trueman. 
Contact the panel via Alan Simpson: 
Forest Farmhouse, Old Road, Shotover Hill, 
Headington, OXFORD, OX3 8TA 
– computers@ofhs.org.uk 

Helpline: 
Wendy Archer 
– 01628 485013 
– help@ofhs.org.uk 

Holford Centre:  
The Holford Centre, School Lane, 
Stanton St John, OXFORD, OX33 1ET 
By prior appt. Call 01865 358151 

Journal Editor: 
Sue Honoré – see inside front cover 
– editor@ofhs.org.uk 

Journal layout: 
Rosemary Bailey 

Journal Distribution: 
Denise Lambkin – see Membership Secretary 

Librarian (books): 
Derek Powles 
47 Mark Road, Headington, OXFORD, OX3 8PB 
– librarian@ofhs.org.uk 

Librarian (exchange journals): 
Mrs Sheila Tree 
148 Campbell Road, OXFORD, OX4 3NR 
– 01865 433266 
– librarian@ofhs.org.uk 

Link and Photo Link Secretary: 
Task shared by volunteers at the Holford Centre. 

Members’ Interests & Membership Secretary: 
Denise Lambkin 
56 Arncliffe, BRACKNELL, RG12 7SB 
– 01344 425826 
– membership@ofhs.org.uk 

Minutes Secretary: 
Mrs Sheila Tree 
148 Campbell Road, OXFORD, OX4 3NR 
– 01865 433266 

Monumental Inscriptions: 
Dr Alan Simpson – see Computer Group organising 
panel 
– mis@ofhs.org.uk 

Open Day Organiser: 
Mrs Jenny Lee, 213 Whitecross, ABINGDON, OX13 
6BW 
– 01235 799374 
– open-day@ofhs.org.uk 

Programme Co-ordinator: 
Paul Gaskell – see Publicity Officer 

Project Co-ordinator and Parish Register 
Transcription Project: 
Dr Hugh Kearsey, Windmill Place, Windmill Road, 
Minchinhampton, STROUD, GL6 9EE 
– 01453 887446 
– projects@ofhs.org.uk 

Publicity Officer: 
Paul Gaskell, 
28 Bulan Road, Headington, OXFORD, OX3 7HT 
– publicity@ofhs.org.uk 

Research Centre: (see Holford Centre) 
Search Services: 
Dr Alan Simpson, Forest Farmhouse, Old  
Road, Shotover Hill, Headington, OXFORD,  
OX3 8TA 
– searches@ofhs.org.uk 

Strays Co-ordinator: 
Mrs Jennifer Tombs, 
60 Selwood Road, OLD WOKING, GU22 9HT 
– strays@ofhs.org.uk 

War Memorials Co-ordinator: 
John Blakeman, 
24 Newland Close, Eynsham, WITNEY, OX29 4LE 
– 01865 880792 

Website Manager: 
Malcolm Austen, 
11 Corn Avill Close, ABINGDON, OX14 2ND 
– 01235 533626 
– webmaster@ofhs.org.uk 

Wills Library Co-ordinator: 
Dave Beames, 
162 Black Road, MACCLESFIELD, SK11 7LF 
– wills@ofhs.org.uk 

mailto:baptisms@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:birth-briefs@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:book-reviews@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:book-sales@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:cd-sales@ofhs.org.uk,
mailto:fiche-sales@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:computers@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:help@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:editor@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:librarian@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:librarian@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:membership@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:mis@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:open-day@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:projects@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:publicity@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:searches@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:strays@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@ofhs.org.uk
mailto:wills@ofhs.org.uk
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Diary Dates 
For more dates, especially the many events hosted by the  

Society of Genealogists in London, see the joint GENUKI/FFHS event calendar at 
www.geneva.weald.org.uk. Events in bold will have an OFHS presence. 

December 2013 
Dec 1-13 Blenheim Palace, OXF 
  A Dickensian Christmas 
Dec 12 Bodleian Library, OXF  
  Making the Dictionary (of 
  Medieval Latin) by Dr 
  David Hewlett (16:30-
  17:30). 
  Accompanies exhibition 
  ‘Latin in Medieval  
  Britain: Sources,  
  Language and  
  Lexicography’ (11 Dec 
  2013 –  6 Jan 2014) 
 
January 2014 
2013-Jan 5    National Portrait Gallery 
  Elizabeth I and her people 
Jan 26  Bracknell, BRK 
  The Bracknell Family 
  History Fair 
 
February 2014 
Feb 5  Oxfordshire Museum, 
  Woodstock OX20 1SN, 
  OXF 
  The Parish of St Thomas 
  the Martyr, West Oxford 
  by Liz Woolley (19:30, £2) 
Feb 20-22 Olympia, LND 
  Who Do You Think You 
  Are? Live  
  Note that the show runs 
  Thursday to Saturday this 
  year. 
 
 

Feb 28  London, LND 
  Experiences of World War 
  One: strangers, differences, 
  and locality 
  Institute of   
  Commonwealth Studies/
  British Association for 
  Local History 
 
March 2014 
Mar 2  Port Sunlight, CHS 
  The Merseyside &  
  Cheshire Family History 
  Fair  
Mar 5  Oxfordshire Museum, 
  Woodstock OX20 1SN, 
  OXF 
  The British Empire and 
  the 1914-18 War by Prof. 
  Ashley Jackson (19:30, £2) 
Mar 7  Ewelme, OXF 
  The History of Ewelme by 
  Simon Townley, VCH 
  Contact Friends of Ewelme 
  Church for details 
Mar 9  Amersham, BKM 
  Family History Study Day 
  (U3A)  
Mar 15 Poole, DOR 
  Dorset FHS History Day: 
  WWI Centenary Theme  
Mar 22 TNA, Kew, LND 
  FFHS AGM & GM  
Mar 29 York, YKS 
  City of York & District 
  Family & Local History 
  Fair  

http://www.geneva.weald.org.uk.


Back cover: 
 

North wall of Freeland Church 
The highly decorative wall paintings by John Richard Claydon (1827-1913)  

and Alfred Bell (1832-1895) reflect those of Medieval church interiors  
and its Tractarian origins. 

Photo by Sue Honoré. 

General meetings take place in the large hall. 
Library, bookstall and computer advice from 19:15.  

Talks start at 20:00.  
Computer meetings (*) usually take place in the small hall.  

Doors open at 19:15. Talks start at 19:30. 
 

2 December 2013* 
Preserve those family photos and letters 

Alan Simpson 
 

27 January 2014 
Emigration from Oxfordshire in the 19th Century 

Shaun Morley 
 

3 February 2014* 
Breaking Down Brick Walls in Your Family History Research 

Mark Bayley 
 

24 February 2014 
Victorian North Oxford: Suburban Paradise? 

  Malcolm Graham 
 

24 March 2014 
Chapel and community: Methodism in Oxfordshire 

Dr Kate Tiller 
 

7 April 2014* 
Computer Group talk: t.b.a. 

 
28 April 2013 

‘…those rampageous, dragonnading fire-devils…’: The coming of the rail-
way to Oxford 
Liz Woolley 

Meetings at Exeter Hall  
Oxford Road, Kidlington OX5 1AB 
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